4 Month Countdown – Maintaining Your AICP Certification
Dear California AICP and FAICP Planners: 

I am writing you on a matter of importance.

As you know, the AICP CM (Certification Maintenance) program has been underway for more than 18 months. At the end of 2009, active AICP and FAICP certified planners must have a minimum of 32 hours of CM credits (see website link below for general information on the AICP CM program). As President of the American Planning Association – California Chapter, I am writing to provide you with information and resources for achieving your 32 hours of CM credits.

As of June 1, 2009, only 1 in 5 AICP and FAICP certified planners in California have achieved the required 32 hours of CM credits and more than 900 AICP certified planners in California have less than 16 hours of CM credits logged on the AICP CM website. California has long played a leadership role in the planning profession and our efforts now pertaining to fulfilling our CM responsibilities will continue this positive legacy. To this end, following are some helpful resources and contacts – organized by general categories – to assist you with maintaining your AICP certification. 

1.  Logging CM Credits. If you have CM credits and need to learn how to log them, the following resources and contact information should be helpful:

· RESOURCES:

(1) Cut and paste this link into your web browser  (www.planning.org/cm/faq.htm#logging) for information on how to log in your credits for CM-accredited events that you have already attended.  Note that the option for self-reporting up to 8 hours of credits for training provided by non-CM providers is now available; and

(2) http://www.calapa.org/attachments/wysiwyg/38/ApprovedCaliforniaCMCredits8.24.09.xls for a complete listing of all 2008-2009 CM-accredited events in California that you might have attended but have not yet logged-in your credits   
(3) Note: Please do not wait until December 2009 to begin logging-in your CM credits as APA National’s website will more than likely be overwhelmed.

· CONTACTS:

(1) For members in the Central, Central Coast, Northern, and Sacramento Valley Sections, please email your comments and questions to Juan Borrelli, AICP, Northern California Programs Coordinator at juan.borrelli@sanjoseca.gov.
(2) For members in the Inland Empire, Los Angeles, Orange, and San Diego Sections, please email your comments and questions to Al Zelinka, AICP, Southern California Programs Coordinator at alz@ci.fullerton.ca.us.
(3) If you are unsure which Section you are in, click here for a map of all APA California Chapter Sections.
2.  No-Cost or Low-Cost CM Credits. If you need more credits and are looking for no-cost or low-cost opportunities, the following resources and contact information should be helpful:

· RESOURCES:

(1) For a list of upcoming no-cost or low-cost CM accredited events in California that you may wish to attend cut and past this link to your browser http://www.planning.org/cm/free/index.htm;

(2) Click here to find out more about the Chapter’s CM-accredited CD lending library;

(3) Cut and paste this link in your browser to find out more about earning free CM credits online at “Tuesdays at APA”:  www.planning.org/tuesdaysatapa/previous.htm  You can easily earn up to 15 hours of free or low cost CM credit online.

(4) Cut and paste this link in your browser to see information on training on conducting Health Impact Assessments: http://professional.captus.com/Planning/hia/default.aspx  You can earn 6 free CM credits online.
(5) Cut and paste this link in your browser to see information on training on economic development: http://www.planning.org/eda/broadcastcm.htm  You can earn 2 free CM credits.
(6) Cut and paste this link in your browser to see information on green community strategies: www.planning.org/aicp/symposium/2008/.
You can earn 2.5 free CM credits.

(7) APA will post new free CM credit opportunities.  Just log on to your CM credit log, select “add credit.”  Up pops “free APA on-line training.”  Or you can go directly to: http://www.planning.org/cm/free/.
(8) You should also check out the resources available through Planetizen.  Go to:  www.planetizen.com/courses/index.php.
(9) Another source of data for free or low cost training is the Cyburbia Forum.  Go to:  www.cyburbia.org.  Credit opportunities are listed under Cyburbia Forums-Urban Planning Community-Planning and the Built Environment – Career Development and Advice.
· CONTACTS:

(1) For members in the Central, Central Coast, Northern, and Sacramento Valley Sections, please email your comments and questions to Juan Borrelli, AICP, Northern California Programs Coordinator at juan.borrelli@sanjoseca.gov.

(2) For members in the Inland Empire, Los Angeles, Orange, and San Diego Sections, please email your comments and questions to Al Zelinka, AICP, Southern California Programs Coordinator at alz@ci.fullerton.ca.us.
(3) If you are unsure which Section you are in, click here for a map of all APA California Chapter Sections.
3. CM Credits at the State Conference. If you are attending the 2009 state conference in Lake Tahoe and want to discover how to maximize your CM credits, the following resources and contact information should be helpful:

· RESOURCE(S): 2009 APA California Conference 
4. Close, but now quite there with your CM Credits. If you are incredibly busy and can’t seem to find the time to achieve your final CM credits, the following resources and contact information should be helpful:

· RESOURCE:  There will be a 4 month extension beyond the December, 2009 deadline to complete your training, but that’s the only option currently being offered to active AICP members.
· CONTACT: Email your comments and question to Collette Morse, AICP Region 6  Commissioner, at cmorse@rbf.com. 

5.  Retired or Soon-to-be-Retired. If you are retired or planning to retired and not sure how CM applies to you, the following resources and contact information should be helpful:
· RESOURCE:  For a detailed explanation, see www.planning.org/cm/exemptions.htm
· CONTACT: Email your comments and questions to Carol Barrett, FAICP, Chapter Professional Development Director, at caroldbarrett@gmail.com.
6.  Unemployed.  If you are presently without a job, and prospects appear limited, there are some exemptions for the CM requirements:

· RESOURCE:   For more information, see www.planning.org/cm/exemptions.htm 

· CONTACT: Email your comments and questions to Carol Barrett, FAICP, Chapter Professional Development Director, at caroldbarrett@gmail.com.
7.  Special Personal Circumstances.  Temporary inactive membership may be an option for you because of health, care leave, military service, etc.  

· RESOURCE: Additional information about special circumstances is available at www.planning.org/cm/exemptions.htm. 

· CONTACT: Email your comments and questions to Carol Barrett, FAICP, Chapter Professional Development Director, at caroldbarrett@gmail.com.

8. Concerns About AICP CM. If you have general concerns about the AICP CM program, the following resources and contact information should be helpful:

· RESOURCE:  For an opportunity to get an overview, see www.planning.org/cm/index.htm.
· CONTACT: Email your comments and questions to Collette Morse, AICP Region 6 Commissioner, at cmorse@rbf.com. 

Your Chapter has expended significant resources to partner with you in this endeavor.  The economic, human, and environmental challenges facing the country and the world underscore the need for the planning profession; California planners will continue being a source of inspiration and innovation in solving these challenges.  To this end, it is important for California’s nearly 1,500 active AICP and FAICP certified planners to maintain their recognized leadership and high standards of planning practice by maintaining their certification through fulfillment of the CM requirements.  Individual planners will also benefit from retaining their competitive edge in a challenging market.
Kurt Christiansen, AICP

President, American Planning Association – California Chapter 

